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Dear Ms Robertson, 
 
As you may be aware, the Committee took evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills at its meeting on 3 February 2021. The Official Report of that 
meeting can be read here: 
 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13103&mode=pdf  
 
As you will note from the Official Report, the Committee was particularly interested in 
what guidance is being provided to support teachers in providing assessments of the 
performance of pupils studying for National Qualifications in 2021/22. In particular, the 
Committee is concerned whether guidance for all subjects at Higher and Advanced 
Higher has been published. 
 
The Committee would welcome confirmation from the SQA of when the full suite of 
detailed guidance for Higher and Advanced Higher subjects will be published, and how 
the guidance will clearly communicate both to staff and to pupils the methodology for 
assessment. 
 
The Committee is also aware of the potential for different pupils studying subjects 
deemed to have a practical element to be disadvantaged in terms of assessment. We 
would therefore welcome confirmation of whether an impact assessment has been 
carried out in relation to these elements which will be undertaken on school premises. 
 
We ask that a response is provided by Tuesday 2 March to inform the Committee’s 
final meetings before parliamentary recess. 
  
Yours sincerely 
CLARE ADAMSON MSP 
CONVENER 
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